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FOREWORD^ . " 

What happens after a revolution has been fought and the workers | 
have captured the powers of government? What follows the 
overthrow of the bourgeoisie and the establishment of a "dictator- 
ship T)f the proletariat" ? What are the problems which the prole- 
tarian government must, face, and how are these problems to be 
solved ? 

On the eve of the revolution the proletarian vanguard — the So- 
cialists — spoke of the application of science, order, ' management, 
organization, service, co-operation, etc., to the solution of the prob- 
lems of building and maintaining the new state. Have they re- 
membered these cardinal principles on the day after the revolution? 

In the following pages Nikolai Lenin, head of the Soviet Gov- 
ernment tells of the problems which must be solved if the accom- 
plishments of the proletarian revolution are to be saved for the 
workers and Socialism. He reminds the Russian workers flushed 
with victory first over the autocracy and then the bourgeoisie that 
it may prove an empty victory if they don't apply themselves in- 
dustriously and with self-sacrificing zeal to the colossal task of 
"assembling" and reconstructing the economic and industrial life 
of Russia. 

Lenin's scientific approach to the solving of the problems of or- 
ganizing Russia is not surprising to those who know his record as 
a careful scholar and clear thinker. The Social Revolution makes 
no romantic appeal to him. It is a matter of how ready and will- 
ing the workers are to undertake the building of a new order which 
would not prove a house of cards but a formidable structure rooted 
in the very foundations of sound economics. 

To those who insisted on portraying Nikolai Lenin as a destruc- 
tive genius his "Program Address" to the Soviet delivered this 
Spring and reproduced in the following pages, is a defying answer. 
To the workers of revolutionary Russia and the rest of the world, 
the material contained in this address is both a challenge and a 
promise. 

ALEXANDER TRACHTENBERG 
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SOVIET GOVERNMENT. 5 

Bourgeois and Socialist Revolutions Contrasted. 

The main task of the toiling masses in the bourgeois revo- 
lutions consisted in performing the negative, destructive 
work — ^the destruction of feudalism and the monarchy. The 
positive, constructive work of organizing a new society was 
performed by the propertied bourgeois minority of the popu- 
lation. And they accomplished this task, in spite of the 
resistance of the workers and the poorest peasants, with 
comparative ease, not only because the resistance of the ex- 
ploited masses was then, on account of their unorganized 
state arid their ignorance, extremely weak, but also because 
the fundamental organizing force of the anarchically built 
capitalistic society is provided by the natural, extensive and 
intensive growth of the national and international market. 

In every Socialist revolution, however, the main task of 
the proletariat, and of the poorest peasantry led by it — 
and, hence, also in the Socialist revolution in Russia in- 
augurated by us on November 7, 1917^ — consists in the posi- 
tive and constructive work of establishing an extremely 
complex and delicate net of newly organized relationships 
covering the systematic production and distribution of 
products which are necessary for the existence of tens of 
millions of people. The successful realization of such a 
revolution depends on the original historical creative work 
of the majority of the population, and first of all of the 
majority of the toilers. The victory of the Socialist revo- 
lution will not be assured, unless the proletariat and the 
poorest peasantry manifests sufficient consciousness, idealism, 
self-sacrifice and persistence. With the creation of a new — 
the Soviet — ^type of state, offering to the oppressed toiling 
masses the opportunity to participate actively in the free 
construction of a new society, we have solved only a small 



2 November 7, 1917, is the date of the successful Bolshevik coup 
d'etat. The Kerensky coaliton government was forced to abdicate 
on that day and the Soviet government instituted in its place, with 
the Bolshevik leaders, Nikolai Lenin and Leon Trotsky, at the helm. 
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Socialism Brought by the Post Man! 

Study Socialism in your own home under leaders in 

radical thought thru 

THE CORRESPONDENCE DEPARTMENT 

of 
THE RAND SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCE 

The Socialist movement needs trained speakers and 
teachers in every town and hamlet in the United States. 
Get together a group of any size, or study alone. Write 
to us and we'll tell you how to do it. We offer four 
courses: 

L Elements of Socialism. 

II. Social History. 

III. Socialist Economics. 

IV. Social History and Economics. 

A special combination five months course of 22 weekly lessons 
and five monthly examinations, corrected by the school. Fee for 
llie conrse^ including a five dollar library of Socialist classics, $10.00. 

Write for free bulletin of information to 

The Rand School 'Correspondence Department 

7 EAST IStli STREET NEW YORK OTY 



THE RAND BOOK STORE 

THE RAND BOOK STORE is located on the ^ound 
floor of the People's House, and its collection of So- 
cialist and radical books and magazines cannot be ex- 
celled anywhere in America. 

Started originally to cater to the needs of the stu- 
dents of The Rand School of Social Science, it has de- 
vej?)ped to the point where it serves a large number of 
Socialists, radicals and labor men and women in 
America. 

All books that are part of progressive thought axe 
sure to be found on the shelves of THE RAND BOOK 
STORE. 

SPECIAL LIBRARIES 

One of the important features of THE RAND BOOK 
STORE is the selection of libraries on special topics 
to meet the demands from all over the country for 
recommended reading. The Rand Book Store has en- 
listed some of the leading scholars to prepare lists 
on such subjects as Socialism, Labor, American His- 
tory, European History, Economics, iSociology, Phil- 
osophy, Science, Education, etc. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 

THE RAND BOOK STORE will be glad to take 
subscriptions for all magazines and newspapers pub- 
lished in the United States and Europe, and assures 
prompt service. 

INCOME DEVOTED TO EDUCATION 

The patrons of THE RAND BOOK STORE give 

substantial support to radical education since all the 
profit is turned over to The Rand School 6t Social 
Science, the only Socialist Training School for the 
working class in America. 
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